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The purpose of our Benevolence giving is to share the blessings God has given to us so 

that those who are suffering may be encouraged; those who despair may receive hope; 

those who are hungry may be fed; those who are homeless may be sheltered; and, those 
who are alone may know community.  Our giving is intended to make Bethany Lutheran a 

presence in the community as an expression of our appreciation of Christ’s love and 
sacrifice for us all. 

 

Grant Requests, Review, and Approval Guidelines 

The goal of the Benevolence Ministry Team is that diligent thought and prayer, followed by 
appropriate and responsible action, will result in a fruitful harvest to celebrate God’s Spirit 
moving among dedicated Christians who strive to fill a unique call with a proper response. 

 

1. All applications for funds will be in writing or personal presentation (personal presentations 
are generally only required for first time request) and include: 
 

• A statement of the overall purpose and mission of the organization or project, and a 
statement of the specific request for funds (specific description of how the funds will be 
used, the specific $ amount requested, and the timeline involved), 

• Any additional material that will provide a general background of the organization or 
project (required only if this is a first-time request or if scope/mission of the organization 
or project has changed), 

• If applicable, the current year’s budget plus list of anticipated sources of income, such as 
fees and services, government grants, foundation and/or corporate grants, individual 
gifts, and memberships. Previous year’s financial statement, preferably audited, 

• If applicable, a list of officers, directors, and advisors (required only if this is a first-time 
request or if there has been a change), and 

• A copy of the IRS tax exemption authority, if applicable (required only if this is a first-time 
request or if there has been a change in the tax exemption status). 

 
2. The Benevolence Ministry Team reviews and evaluates requests received at regular, 

quarterly meetings based on need, immediacy of need, amount of the request relative to 
funds available, matching funds available, and amount given to the requesting agency or 
project in the past both in time and dollars.  

3. Priority will be given to Christian based organizations or projects, although this is not a 
requirement. 

4. The Benevolence Ministry Team will monitor use of significant donations by requesting year-
end financial statements or reports from the local non-profit partner or the individual 
requestor indicating how funds were used, 

5. Funds disbursement must be approved by a majority of the Benevolence Ministry Team 
members. 

6. For the Benevolence Ministry Team to consider a request for funds, the request should, as a 
rule, be very specific in nature, in the $ amount requested, the timeperiod, and in how the 
funds will be used in support of an organization’s or project’s mission and purpose.  

7. If the Benevolence Ministry Team approves a grant/funding request, the approval will apply 
for that specific request and the associated time period only.  

 


